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“Input First” & “Reading First”
—— Enlightenments of Teaching Reading in American School on English Language Teaching in China

CHEN Lijun

Abstract: English is among the major courses in our country’s basic education and higher education.
However, a lot of studies and surveys have revealed that its teaching has not yielded satisfactory teaching
effect. This essay, on the basis of investigating teaching of reading in American primary and secondary
schools, probes into the current situation and problems of English teaching in our nation, analyzes the possible
underlying causes, and makes some suggestions. In particular, aiming at the situation that second-language
learners are unable to acquire a favorable second-language-learning environment, the essay puts forward the
teaching concept of “Input First” and “Reading First”.

Keywords: English courses, teaching of reading, language input, Reading First
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