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Abstract

In the history of Western education, Herbart first discussed the curriculum system of
general education by analyzing children’s interest, and laid the theoretical foundation for
the development of modern curriculum. However, due to various reasons, Herbart’s
curriculum thoughts had been misunderstood or misinterpreted, resulting in lack of proper
objective academic evaluation. This paper seeks to study Herbart’s original curriculum
thoughts and reveal their true features.

The dissertation summarizes the main ideas and essence of Herbart’s interest
curriculum thoughts, traces the evolution of Herbart’s curriculum theory, describes the
formation of Herbart School and Herbartianism, explores the transformation and alteration
to Herbart’s curriculum theory by German Herbart School and American Herbart School,
and then illustrates the differences between Herbart’s curriculum ideals and Herbart
School’s curriculum ideas, John Dewey’s curriculum ideals, traditional curriculum ideals.
By the means of divides curriculum theory into "ideal curriculum” and “practical
curriculum”, the dissertation explores the features of the interest curriculum as an "ideal
curriculum™” and the interest curriculum as a "practical curriculum™. And it found that
Herbart’s interest curriculum was an "ideal curriculum™ so that it focused on concept more
than action.

Applying the method of literature study, and analyzing Herbart’s works and related
documents, the dissertation gets some new findings: it is a fault to summarize Herbart’s
curriculum thoughts as the old “Three-Centers”. Because Herbartians deviated from
Herbart's original theory, narrowed it and ossified it in its spreading, resulted in it
becoming the traditional curriculum theory with the character of *“teaching-center,
teacher-center and classroom-center”. In fact, Herbart’s and Herbart School’s curriculum
thoughts are not exactly the same; they have some differences. And Dewey’s experience
curriculum theory isn’t opposite to Herbart’s interest curriculum theory; they have some
similarities. In a word, although there are many limitations and shortcomings in Herbart’s
curriculum theory, it isn’t completely useless and outdated, of which the essences still
have important practical significance to the development of contemporary curriculum
theory and practice.

Key Words: Herbart ~ Herbart school  Interest  Interest curriculum
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