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On Characteristics and Historic Significance of Medieval Universities

ZHOU Jie
Nanjing Normal University Nanjing 210097 China

Abstract The Medieval Times of Europe is usually regarded as 8 dark period” by many histo-
rians but it is the backward period that gave birth to the most beautiful rose in the history of civi-
lization-university. The European university in medieval times in terms of educational conception
and curricula inherited from both oriental and occidental civilization especially ancient Greece
ancient Rome and Arabian world. The medieval university characterized early university which has
turned out to have a profound influence on the modern university and the formation of prototype of
higher educational system. This paper tries to give an objective evaluation of historic significance of
early university through the analysis of characteristics and functions of medieval university .
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