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Democracy Education;: The Core of Tao Xingzhi’s Educational Thought

WEI Bo
(School of Marzism s Peking University, Beijing, 100871)

Abstract: What is the relationship between Tao’s theory on democracy education and his education-
al thought as a whole To answer this question requires a re-examination of the traditional interpreta-
tion paradigm. From the factual point of view, Tao’s focused concern is exploring new ways of educa-
tion, based on China’s realities, to build a democratic country. From the ideological point of view, de-
mocracy education is integral to his educational thought, which is reflected in the answers to the basic
questions in education. The key idea of democracy education runs throughout his theory on civilian edu-
cation, life education, creative education, and liberating education. Democracy education is at the core
of Tao’s educational thought, so it is the only proper start point for understanding the essence of his
thoughts.
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