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On the Background and Significance of the Rise of the

Academy of Classical Learning in the Song Dynasty
ZHAO Qi

( Division of Social Science, Xian Institute of Post and Telecommunications,
710061 Xi an, Shaanxi, China)

Abstract This paper treats the background, against which the academy of classical learning ap—

peared and achieved a remarkable development in the Song Dynasty, and the significance, with which

the academy occupied an important position in the history of education in China. It states that, in the

first place, the drawbacks of the official school system, insufficient for the growing education and learn—

ing, gave rise to the founding of the academy, and that, in the second place, the support of the govern—

ment, the flourish of learning and the advance of printing stimulated the development of the academy in

the Song Dynasty, and that the academy, in return, satisfied these demands. Moreover, it had a most

profound impact on the educational system in the following centuries.
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