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Abstract: Modern mass spectrometry plays an important role in the study of metabolism and pharmacoki-
netics of traditional Chinese medicine due to its high sensitivity, high analysis speed and good stability. First,
this article gives a brief introduction to the development of modern mass spectrometry techniques. Second, the
application of modern mass spectrometry is summarized in the study of metabolism and pharmacokinetics of
traditional Chinese medicine including in vitro and in vive studies. /n vitro research is reviewed with a focus on
metabolism of intestinal bacteria and cytochrome P450 enzymes; in vive research is covered mainly with a
focuse on the application of microdialysis-MS, GC/LC-MS, new ambient mass spectrometry, and imaging mass
spectrometry in metabolism and pharmacokinetics.
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Figure 2 Biotransformation of 16-0-demethylaconitine in human intestine and electrospray jonization tandem mass spectrometry
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