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one, highlighting gaps in it; the floating population assimilates less well in migration
from rural to urban areas than in migration between urban areas, revealing the strati-
fication of assimilation; good community services and an accepting environment can
effectively facilitate assimilation, revealing assimilation’s dependence on the commu-
nity; and connections between migrants’ source and their destination and between
them and local residents affect their level of assimilation, revealing the interactive na-
ture of assimilation. Promotion of assimilation depends on individual efforts, but still
more necessary is the elimination of the institutional obstacles of discrimination and exclu-

sion to create a favorable institutional environment and social atmosphere.

(5) Changes in the Tax System and Its Modernization under the Rule of Law
Zhang Shouwen * 80 -

Changes in the tax system epitomize a nation’s development of the rule of law.
It is closely related not only to political, economic, and social factors but is also in-
separable from legal factors. We should examine the various core issues involved in
changes to the tax system from the legal perspective and should continuously improve
the values, structure and functions of the legal system. The specific “time and space”
that have developed since reform and opening up have various features, including con-
tinuity and difference, and cycles and constructivity. Implementing the statutory
principle's of tax law is our most fundamental expectation of tax reform under the rule
of law. The new round of tax reform in 2014 should build on the experiences of the
past, face up to the real issues, and insist on basic values, and thus promote a law-

based tax system and the modernization of the state’s overall governance system.
(6) Making Criminal Trials Substantive Wang Haiyan « 103 ¢

Making criminal trials substantive is a basic requirement of “trial-centered procedural
reform.” The core issue is that the defendant’s criminal liability should be resolved at
the trial stage. In the course of judicial practice, arrest “forced” trial, conducting the
trial primarily through the investigation of case documents and transcripts, making
the pre-trial meeting substantive, and making the trial focus on conviction alone, all
to some extent weaken criminal trial procedure and make it a mere formality. In the
context of constructing a judicial system in which the trial is central and there is pari-
ty of authority and responsibility, it is necessary to eliminate the factors weakening
the trial system, develop a trial-centered litigation structure, realize the principle of

direct oral evidence as a trial method, provide a rational orientation for the function of the
.« 204 -



