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( Einstein, A.)
( Pestalozzi, J. H.)
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1 K-W-W-HL

(K )
( What T know)

(W)
( What T want to know)

(W)
( Where I can learn this)

(H )
( How will T find out?)

(L)
( What T learned)
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From “Teaching Objectives” to “Learning Goals” :
The Transformative Principle of Learning-based Curriculum

ZENG Wenjie
( Centre for Research and Development of Values Learning

South China Normal University Guangzhou 510631 China)

Abstract: Over the years, the questions of “How to develop teaching objectives? Have the teaching
objectives been realized?” have attracted much attention. However, the question of “How, if any,
the teaching objectives could be transformed into students” learning goals” has been ignored. In fact,
only when the “teaching objectives” are translated into “learning goals”, the curriculum then could
be extended to the level of students” learning so as to guide and promote students” learning. For
teachers, they need to realize the significance of the transformation of teaching objectives, and use
the strategies such as interpretation, symbols, and examples to translate the teaching objectives to
students. For students, in order to generate “learning goals”, they need to integrate “teaching
objectives of teacher translation” with “their own judgment about current situation and needs”, and
on this basis, they can further understand the path expression and multimodal practice of learning
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goals. As for resources, teachers and students should develop the media that can “visualize” the
teaching objectives, which can fully promote students” learning and shape the thinking mode of
students” self-management, supervision, and adjustment of their own learning activities.

Keywords: teaching objectives; learning goals; learning-based curriculum; effective learning;

media development



