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Changes in the goals of the basic education curriculums
and their influence on classroom teaching models:

A case study of Geography Course of high school in China
LI Lin & LI Lian

(School of Tourism and Geographical Sciences, Yunnan Normal University , Kunming 650500, China)

Abstract: Based on the analysis of the changing goals of the basic education curriculums from the
perspectives of synthetic thinking and geometric structure as well as their influence on classroom
teaching models in China, this paper finds that the goals of basic education curriculums in China have
experienced two major changes and three stages: the first stage from the middle period of the 20™ cen-
tury to the end of the 20™ century was a mono-orientation focusing on “two-basics,” i.e. teachers basic
knowledge and basic technology. The second stage in the first 15 years of the 21* century emphasized
three symmetrical relationships, i.e. knowledge & skills, process & steps, emotional attitude & val-
ue, also called “three-dimensional model.” The third stage has set up higher goals for the comprehen-
sive development of the students based on The Essence of Key Com petencies for Chinese Students.
The three stages are closely related with the features of continuous improvement, and all have exerted
great impacts on the classroom teaching models of Geography Course in China, especially in the fol-
lowing aspects: 1. The different goals at different stages have directly influenced the teaching models
of Geography Course in China. 2. The deviation in realizing the goals has resulted in the failure in the
comprehensive training of the students. 3. The on-going implementation of the goal of The Essence o f
Key Com petencies for Chinese Students helps the comprehensive training of the students. It finally
proposes that the integration of “knowledge-based classroom.,” “activity-based classroom” and “open
classroom” will help the comprehensive training of the students, especially students with the essence
of key geographic knowledge in this case.

Key words: goals of the curriculums; key elements of the goals; curriculum reform; teaching models
of Geography Course
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