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Competence-based Curriculum Standard Development for
Basic Education

YANG Xiangdong
(The Institute of Curriculum and Instruction, East China Normal University, Shanghai, 200062,
China)

Abstract: Competence —base educational reform is becoming the state of the art internationally.
Resultantly, many countries and economies including the Mainland China have developed
competence —based curriculum standards for basic education. Different from content —based
curriculum standard in which logical structures of disciplinary knowledge were used as the main
thread, how to cultivate key competences for 21st century becomes the major concern for
competence —based curriculum standard development. It elaborates educational goals via
competence model that connects the current lives of children, schooling and future society,
formulates curriculum frameworks with systematically designed disciplinary and inter—disciplinary
configuration that integrates competence development, real life experiences and domain
knowledge, and initiates a new learning paradigm that is more ecological and inquiry—based in
nature, and emphasizes meaning construction and social interaction in the process of solving
authentic problems within various learing communities. Implications and the research agenda that
such an approach to curriculum standard development were also discussed.

Key words: key competence; curriculum standard; curriculum framework; disciplinary content;

learning paradigm
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