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The Forest Schools and Curriculum Development

CHEN Dan
Hangzhou Occupational College of Science and Technology, Hangzhou, 311402,China

Abstract The contemporary practices of forest schools, originated in the Scandinavian countries,

started to spread over the world in the end of the 20th century and now developed with significant

influence as an international movement of alternative education. The forest school ~ FS movement

had rich historical and theoretical underpinnings which deserve exploration and reflective

contemplation to inform educational reforms in the post—industrial world. This article, the first in

Chinese on FS, presents a summary of the historical background and the current international

profiles of FS, as well as a characterization of its conceptual models, such as the educational aims

and curricular practices, frameworks of teacher professional development and strategies for outdoor

learning project management. Update research findings are summarized with evaluative conclusions

on major issues.

Key words: forest schools; historical development; curriculum development; alternative education



