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From Uniformity to Variety:The Road of 40-Year
Curriculum Reform in China

KE Zheng
(Institute of Curriculum and Instruction, East China Normal University, Shanghai, 200062,
China)

Abstract: The 40 years of reform and opening up in the curriculum is not uniform, nor is
it evolving with the same "acceleration". Instead, there are some milestones that have
played a key role in promoting curriculum reform, which have divided 40 years of
curriculum reform into four stages. The 40 years of curriculum reform has revolved around
the main line in reform all the time. That is, what to learn, how much to learn, and how
to learn are from national unification to local variety—teachers from all over the country can
choose course content and progress of the development according to the circumstances of
the schools. In short, the 40 years curriculum reform is the process from uniformity to
variety. This achievement mainly reflects five major aspects.

Key words: curriculum reform; uniform; variety; reform and opening—up
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