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Generative Teaching: A Teaching Philosophy or Approach
—A Discussion with Dr. CHENG Liang-hong

DUAN Hui-dong

(College of Education and Psychology, Hainan Normal University, Haikou, Hainan 571158, China)

Abstract: No matter from Dewey’s teaching philosophy or Russell’s definition of philosophy,
generative teaching is not in accordance with the basic characteristics of philosophy. It is far from
rigorous to consider a self-convinced idea as philosophy. The generative element, to some extent,
is reasonable in teaching. However, it cannot take the place of presupposition, but only be regar-
ded as a complement to it. To widely advocate the generative teaching is one-sided, while it is
proper to regard it as a kind of approach. The realization of generation does not lie in which teach-
ing methods would be chosen, but how much a method can be mastered. Methods themselves do
not really matter as long as they are effective.

Key words: generative teaching; teaching philosophy; teaching approach
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