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New Development in Studies on Domestic Policy Tools: 1998—2016
CHEN Zhen-ming & ZHANG Min

( School of Public Affairs Collaborative Innovation Center for Peace and Development

in Cross-Strait Relations Xiamen University Xiamen 361005 China)

Abstract: In China the research on policy tools as a relatively independent area of study has gone through nearly
two decades of development and is becoming a promising and viable research direction in policy science and public admin—
istration with abundant results. Using CSSCl-collected papers as well as published monographs and textbooks as research
samples we adopt the literature measurement and text-content analysis methods to process the literature concerning research
on domestic policy tools. At present the research on this field in China has both the basic concept definition in terms of
tool classification selection evaluation and innovation and deep theoretical construction. However it has not completely
got rid of the imitation of the West and its discourse system. In order to guide the relevant research into more depth we
should take the solution of policy issues as guideline and adopt an interdisciplinary approach to build a localized research
method.
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