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The Fundamental Questions of Policy—making Based on Perspective of Knowledge

Wang Lixin Mo Yongho

[ Abstract | From the perspective of knowledge, decision is the cognitive activities of using knowledge; One of the road to

better public policy is that improving the policy—making process facilitates the use of all kinds of knowledge. The

knowledge approach of policy—making is based on the assumption of "incomplete knowledge" for studying the

public policy—making. By absorbing various kinds of views about "knowledge", we can analyze the knowledge

differences of the different participants in the policy—making process, and based on the knowledge differences

we can also redefine policy disagreement, policy consensus and policy—making process. As a complex

process of knowledge production, policy—making needs to cope with various kinds of “knowledge problems”,

including the ignorance of “public interest”, frame and value cleavages, insufficient knowledge supply, the

failures of knowledge communication, the conceit of knowledge, the agency problems, the capacity shortages

of the government which parallel and continuously solves the problems, the scarcity of “the stateman”, the

inactivation of learning ability and so on. The policy—making process which promotes the solutions to various

kinds of knowledge problems will help produce better public policy.
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